Racial Disparities in Criminal Sentencing and Incarceration: Twin Cities and Wichita by Orfield, Myron
University of Minnesota Law School
Scholarship Repository
Studies Institute on Metropolitan Opportunity
2008
Racial Disparities in Criminal Sentencing and
Incarceration: Twin Cities and Wichita
Myron Orfield
University of Minnesota Law School
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarship.law.umn.edu/imo_studies
Part of the Law Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University of Minnesota Law School. It has been accepted for inclusion in Studies
collection by an authorized administrator of the Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact lenzx009@umn.edu.
Recommended Citation
Myron Orfield, Racial Disparities in Criminal Sentencing and Incarceration: Twin Cities and Wichita (2008).
Racial Disparities in Criminal 
Sentencing and Incarceration: 
Twin Cities and Wichita 
Cooperative effort involving: 
– Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines Commission 
– Institute on Race and Poverty 
– Other Minnesota Law School Researchers 
– Minnesota State Court Administrator’s Office 
– Research staff from County justice agencies 
Two Components of the Study 
• Racial Bias in Sentencing and Case 
Processing (Sentencing Commission and 
other participants) 
 
• The Impact of School and Neighborhood 
Characteristics on Incarceration Rates (IRP) 
Racial Bias in Sentencing and Case Processing 
Examination of racial disparities throughout 
the court system, including: 
– Initial charges 
– Pre-trial detention 
– Convictions 
– Pre-trial dispositions 
– Probation revocations 
Data: 2005 sentencing/monitoring data 
for sentenced felons. 
 
• 15,500 cases 
– 62% White 
– 24% Black 
– 6% Native American 
– 6% Hipanic 
– 2% Asian 
The Impact of School and Neighborhood 
Characteristics on Incarceration Rates 
Work will combine sentencing data (15,500 cases) 
with more detailed location and demographic data 
for a sample of 4,500 cases to: 
– Map sentencing rates by neighborhood 
– Analyze how neighborhood incarceration rates relate to 
neighborhood characteristics like racial segregation, 
unemployment and family structure 
– Analyze the impact of the characteristics of schools that 
inmates attended on later incarceration rates 
Race and Poverty in Minneapolis Schools 







Free Lunch Eligibility 







Race and Poverty in 
Northwest Suburb Schools 











Northwest Suburbs 
Free Lunch Eligibility 
 









Basic Skills Test Results, Dropout 
and Completion Rates 



Where Convicted Felons Live 
 





Demographics 
in the 
Wichita MSA 

Interstate 135, 
through Wichita, 
appears to be a 
boundary separating 
Black & Hispanic 
Neighborhoods 

Wichita Area Elementary Schools 
1997-98  to  2005-06 
Overview 
Minority Enrollment is increasing faster in Wichita than in the Suburbs 
Poverty Enrollment is increasing faster in Wichita than in the Suburbs 
Hispanic Enrollment has more than doubled in the entire Wichita MSA 
 and the rate of increase is highest in the city of Wichita 
Black Enrollment has decreased in the city of Wichita and throughout 
 the Wichita MSA 
Wichita School District 
Remaining Schools in 
Wichita MSA 
% of Non-Asian 
Minority Students 
1997/98 
% of Non-Asian 
Minority Students 
2005/06 
Percentage 
Point 
Change 
37.9% 45.8% 7.9 
6.2% 9.2% 3.0 
Entire Wichita MSA 22.2% 27.7% 5.5 
Race Breakdowns for Elementary Students 
(all Non-Asian Minority Students) 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics. 


Race & Ethnicity for 
Elementary Schools 
in the Wichita School District 
1997 to 2005 
 
-  Overall Non-Asian Minority Enrollment increased 32% - (8,706  to  11,514)  
Elementary Enrollment In the Wichita School District 
from  1997-98  to  2005-06 
-  However, Black Enrollment decreased 9% - (5,344  to  4,846)  
-  Hispanic Enrollment increased 114% - (2,797  to  5,979)  
-  Overall Non-Asian Minority Enrollment increased 36% - (10,102  to  13,779)  
Elementary Enrollment In the entire Wichita MSA 
from  1997-98  to  2005-06 
-  However, Black Enrollment decreased 7% - (5,805  to  5,388)  
-  Hispanic Enrollment increased 111% - (3,499  to  7,405)  Source:  National Center for 
Education Statistics. 
Wichita School District 
Remaining Schools in 
Wichita MSA 
% of Hispanic 
Students 
1997/98 
% of Hispanic 
Students 
2005/06 
Percentage 
Point 
Change 
12.2% 23.8% 11.6 
3.1% 5.8% 2.7 
Entire Wichita MSA 7.7% 14.9% 7.2 
Race Breakdowns for Elementary Students 
(Hispanic Students) 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics. 
Wichita School District 
Remaining Schools in 
Wichita MSA 
% of Black 
Students 
1997/98 
% of Black 
Students 
2005/06 
Percentage 
Point 
Change 
23.3% 19.3% - 4.0 
2.1% 2.2% 0.1 
Entire Wichita MSA 12.8% 10.8% - 2.0 
Race Breakdowns for Elementary Students 
(Black Students) 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics. 









Derby School District 
(located southeast of Wichita) 
Only one elementary school in the district (Cooper Elementary) appears 
to be having a significant increase in Non-Asian Minority enrollment: 
SCHOOL
Non-Asian 
Minority 
Students 1997
Non-Asian 
Minority 
Students 2005
Percentage  
Change
PARK HILL ELEMENTARY 13 na
OAKLAWN ELEMENTARY 82 44 -46.3%
TANGLEWOOD ELEMENTARY 32 22 -31.3%
PLEASANTVIEW ELEMENTARY 28 20 -28.6%
WINETEER ELEMEMTARY 99 88 -11.1%
EL PASO ELEMENTARY 19 19 0.0%
DERBY HILLS ELEMENTARY 25 26 4.0%
SWANEY ELEMENTARY 21 25 19.0%
PAUL B COOPER ELEMENTARY 80 137 71.3%
Cooper’s Hispanic 
enrollment  increased 
2 and-a-half times 
since 1997. 
Free & Reduced Lunch 
Status for Elementary Schools 
In the Wichita School District 
1998 to 2005 
 
Wichita School District 
Remaining Schools in 
Wichita MSA 
% of Students on 
Free/Reduced Lunch 
1998/99 
% of Students on 
Free/Reduced Lunch 
2005/06 
Percentage 
Point 
Change 
57.4% 72.1% 14.7 
21.4% 28.5% 7.1 
Entire Wichita MSA 39.2% 50.5% 11.3 
Free & Reduced Lunch for Elementary Students 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics. 










